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October 4, 2012 
 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission  
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Room TW-A325 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
In the Matter of:  Nomination for Universal Service Administrative Company Board of Directors,  
CC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45 
 
Nomination for Representative for Low-Income Consumers 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 
I am pleased to nominate Ellis Jacobs, Senior Attorney with Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. 
of Dayton, Ohio, for another term as the representative for low-income consumers on the Board of 
Directors of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”).  A copy of Mr. Jacobs’ 
resume is attached.  I hold the state position of Ohio Consumers’ Counsel, for the Office of the Ohio 
Consumers’ Counsel, the statutory representative of Ohio’s residential utility consumers.   
 
Mr. Jacobs has been the representative for low-income consumers on the USAC Board of Directors 
since 2009.  During that time, he has been a member of the Board’s high cost/low-income committee 
and has played an active role in overseeing the implementation of the many recent changes to high 
cost and low-income programs.  He has also played an important role in explaining those changes to 
the community of advocates and service providers who are concerned with the Lifeline and Link-up 
programs.   
 
In his work for Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc., formerly known as the Legal Aid Society of 
Dayton, Mr. Jacobs represents low-income consumers.  With regard to public utility matters, and 
specifically telecommunications matters, he has been primarily active as the attorney for the 
Edgemont Neighborhood Coalition, a non-profit, charitable organization with an office in an inner 
city neighborhood of Dayton.  The Coalition provides a variety of services to Edgemont residents, 
and works to expand education and economic opportunities and improve the quality of life for all 
residents of the neighborhood.  The Coalition also functions as a small business, operating an office, 
storefront, community garden and community computer center. 
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I have known Mr. Jacobs for approximately twenty years or more, and have been fortunate in having 
had the opportunity to work with him on public utilities issues impacting Ohioans.  Mr. Jacobs is 
conscientious, hard-working and dedicated to serving the public interest.  He approaches issues with 
intelligence and is open to considering the views of other stakeholders.  Based on his work on the 
USAC Board and his background of service to low-income individuals, Mr. Jacobs would be an 
excellent choice as the representative of low-income consumers on the Board.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to nominate Mr. Jacobs for another term on the USAC Board.  I understand that a 
number of interested organizations will also be supporting Mr. Jacobs’ nomination.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Bruce J. Weston 
 
Bruce J. Weston 
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel 
 
BJW/pjm 
 
Enclosure 
 
Cc:  Erica Myers, FCC 
 Charles Tyler, FCC 
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